
 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the Country on which we live and work. We 

pay respect to Elders throughout Australia; past, present, and emerging, and we thank 

them for their continuing connection to the land, waters, and community. 

Woomera Aboriginal Corporation holds a deep value, respect and connection to the Wiradjuri, Wamba Wamba 

and Perrepa Perrepa lands and their Elders and leaders past, present and those who are emerging. Woomera’s 

organisational values are:  

Respect - We demonstrate respect through our actions and behaviours for ourselves, our organisation, our 

community, and our culture. 

Leadership - We lead the way in our community through positive collaboration and broad inclusion. 

Accountability - We do what we say we will do. We have a responsibility towards clients, staff, communities, 

partnerships with other service providers and our funding bodies. 

Transparency - We practice honesty and openness with all clients, staff and stakeholders and in all our service 

delivery, management and governance. 

Community Involvement - We work for and with our community to achieve their goals.  
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WARNING: This story contains images of Indigenous people who have died.  
MABO DAY June 3 

Who was Eddie Mabo? 

Eddie Koiki Sambo was born on June 29, 1936, on the Torres 
Strait Island of Mer, also known as Murray Island. 

His mother died during childbirth, and he was raised by his 
mother's brother, Benny Mabo, whose surname he adopted. 

Mabo settled in the Queensland city of Townsville in 1959 with 
his wife, Bonita. 

Why is Mabo Day important? 

Mabo Day commemorates Eddie Mabo’s fight for recognition of the rights of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners of their land. 

The Mabo decision was made by the High Court on 3 June 1992. 

The Mabo decision helped establish a legal framework for native title claims. 

Important Days and Dates in June 

27 May – 3 June 

Reconciliation Week 

3 June 

Mabo Day 

5 June 

World Environment Day 

10 June 

King’s Birthday – public holiday 

16-22 June 

Refugee Week – Finding Freedom 

 

 

www.ruok.org.au 

 



 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the Country on which we live and work. We 

pay respect to Elders throughout Australia; past, present, and emerging, and we thank 

them for their continuing connection to the land, waters, and community. 

   HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT 
Sandra Collins  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     TELL ME WHY 
      Archie Roach 
Archie Roach has had an amazing musical career; he is an Australian icon. This 
autobiography blew me away. I thought it would be about him as a musician, but this 
was only a small part of his story. As he tells us the story of his life, people who love 
Archie’s work will realise that his songs literally the actual events of his life. I kept 
thinking, ‘Oh, this is this song.’  This is the story of someone who was stolen and found 
his way back to family. 

Archie was an alcoholic for many years. He speaks about this really honestly. His pain, 
the pain of his family. He opens himself totally up for the reader. His love for his family 
shines through this book. 

As a kid of an alcoholic this book really affected me, healed me somehow. I’ve talked to other people who read 
this book, who also had family members who drank. There is something about this book that affects everyone who 
reads it. You come away really loving this very generous man and the woman who stuck by him. There are many 
laughs and tears in Archie’s story. 

You can borrow this book as an audio book, through the Albury Library. Archie himself reads out his story. 

If you’d like to share your thoughts about a book you’ve read, please `email your 
review to reception@woomera.org.au 

Book review  

I recently performed ‘Hidden in Plain Sight’ at the Borders 
Project event in Mildura on the sandy banks of 

Millewa/Murray River, at the end of April. 

Hidden in Plain Sight is a personal story piece based around 
identity, my experiences of intergenerational shame in my 

family of origin and breaking the silence. 

My journey creating this deeply personal piece turned me 
inside out at times, but I knew deep down I needed to bring 

it forward.  To give it life. 

For whatever reasons many of us have skeletons in the 
cupboard, secrets, and distorted stories about who we are. 

By allowing these truths to be buried alive and potentially 
forgotten we can never be fully present to ourselves and 
Life in general, because pieces of the jigsaw of our life are 
missing. Leaving gaps, dark holes, broken bits, confusion, 

and lost identity. 

I believe actions speak louder than words. Hidden in Plain 
Sight is performed using movement to depict my story and 

is mostly silent. 

“My journey” 

Sent in by a community member 
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What’s on in the community this June 

We're inviting you to knit orange squares or scarves, symbolizing 

hope for a violence-free future, which will adorn selected trees, 

poles, or benches in Albury Wodonga. 

Visit Zonta Albury Wodonga on Facebook for more information. 

World Environment Day 
Walk and Talk 

To celebrate World Environment Day, join 
our environment team Wed 5th June for a walk & 
talk along the river to learn about the grey-headed 
flying-fox and other local wildlife that call Albury 
home. 

Event Date: Wed June 5th 

Start Time: 4:30 pm (please arrive from 4:15 pm) 

Event Finish: 6 pm  

Meeting Point: Kremur Street Boat Ramp  (Google 

Maps: https://goo.gl/maps/CkuV8zpx1LGoj7u47) 

What to Bring: Warm clothes/beanie and a headlamp or 

torch. 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/CkuV8zpx1LGoj7u47
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The Artist in Residence inside late Marr Grounds’ shed is now 
open for applications.  At “Narra Bukulla” in Tanja, NSW. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 

Narra Bukulla Artist in Residence (AIR).  20th Oct. -20th Dec. 2024. Tanja, NSW. 

The AIR will be for three months at Narra Bukulla, a property adjacent to Mimosa 
Rocks National Park and located in a large studio (72sq.m.) on a private property.  It 
is next to a forest of spotted gums, the habitat of fascinating flora and wildlife, and a 
walk or short drive to pristine beaches.  The property has an established collection of 
site-specific artworks created by family, friends and by commission. The ethos of the 
hosting family (who reside on the property) has been four generations of passionate 
creativity and innovation in the arts, scientific research, and architecture, all fostering 
sustainability initiatives.  

Accommodated in a large private shed, the studio is peaceful, with high ceilings, 
large, long walls, an open floor space with roller-door access.  The living quarters 
are rudimentary, with semi-wheelchair access. The artist will be inducted to take full 
advantage of the facilities, will be taken on a tour of local environmental and 
historical sites, and any other points of interest related to their project. 

The artist will be introduced to the community’s local artists and cultural institutions. 
First Nation artists will be introduced to representatives of the Djiringanj Clan of the 
Yuin Nation. 

During the AIR, an open studio presentation or workshop by the artist will be 
required. Following the AIR, the artist is invited to exhibit in Sculpture Bermagui 
2025, with the understanding that the outcomes/artworks of the AIR may unfold 
organically during the residency, and the form this may take is flexible. Permission to 
document your AIR is required for use in the future promotion of the residency and 
Sculpture Bermagui event.   

Narra Bukulla and Sculpture Bermagui acknowledge the Djiringanj traditional owners 
of the Country on which the Artist in Residency is held.  

We appreciate your support, please feel free to contact Marina (AIR 
host):  me2penders@gmail.com 

Apply online: 

https://sculpturebermagui.org.au/residency/ 

 

Artistic Opportunity 

mailto:me2penders@gmail.com
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